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offense, and to $500 for third and
subsequent convictions. Atterneys’
fees and court costs also would be
paid by the offender.

The Public Safety Committee
requested an ordinance last month
after criticizing the Police Depart-
ment's tactic of sending cautionary
letters to the owners of cars seen
cruising,

Under the cn&:mznm police could
still send such a letter to car owners
rather than citing them for a
violation.

Only four city residents com-
mented on the ordinance, and none
gave outright support to the meas-
ure.

Former Mayor Anne Pringle said
the ordinance would be a nightmare
to enforce, and that the cruising
signs would create new headaches.

“How would you feel if you were
trying to sell your house and you had
‘no cruising’ signs in your neighbor-
hood?” she said.

Committee members’ only con-
census on the ordinance was to send
it to the full council with no

ti-cruising law >

recommendation

The committee also reviewed a
proposed tightening of Portland's
leash law.

Larry Mead, director of parks and
recreation, said the changes are
needed to control dogs that are
tainting cemeteries, playgrounds,
beaches and parks with waste.
There also have been incidents of
dogs attacking other dogs and
threatening city maintenance
workers.

Under the changes, leashes would
be required in the city's most heavily
used parks. Those parks, which
include the Eastern Promenade,
Deering Oaks and Payson Park. now
let dogs run free if they are under an
owner’'s “voice control” The new
requirement would allow leashes as
long as 25 feet.

Dogs would be allowed to run
freely, but under voice control. at the
city's less popular parks. Those
include Capisic Pond Park. Riverton
Park and Baxter Woods.

Western Cemetery. which has

become a group romping ground for
many dogs, would require a 25-foot
leash. The cemetery now reqtires
voice control.

Bul at least a dozen dog owners

told the committee that requiring
leashes at the cemetery was unwar-

ranted and would erode an aspect of

Portland they treasure.
“The use of the Western Cemetery
by dog walkers has created a kind of

T

unique community,” said Dick .
- Spencer, a 16-year resident of Bow-

doin Street. “It's made a real contri-

buition to the life of the city for people

who have dogs.”

Spencer, whose property over-
looks the cemetery, said the dog
walkers have displaced other people
whose drinking and partying in the
cemetery made it a neighborhood
nuisance.

The committee responded by
endorsing the ordinance but grant-
ing the Western Cemetery a nine-
month continuance of its voice-
control policy. The new leash ordin-
ance- will be presented to the full
council for action on March 4.

DA drops theft charge
against Topsham activist

From staff reports

TOPSHAM - A theft charge has
been dropped against Carol Palesky.,
the tax activist accused in December
of stealing her Mercedes Benz from
a car repossession agency in
Belgrade.

Kennebec County District Attor-
ney David Crook determined the
case to be a civil matter.

Palesky, who was arrested at her
home in Topsham the night of Dec.
27, was scheduled to be arraigned

Secretary of State's Office seeking a
statewide vote in November on a
measure that would cap property
laxes at 1 percent of a property’s
value. The state has until Feb. 29 to
certify the-petitions

On Dec. 27, Palesky acknowl-
edges she aaa.mmg&nmwﬁ
Secured Creditors Service Inc., the
car repossession agency, o retheve

belongings from her 1995 vca._aq
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